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Tour Itinerary



Tour Itinerary

Day-by-day plan & key activities

Day 1

Istanbul - Gallipoli

Depart from Istanbul early in the morning to make the most of your day trip to the Gallipoli Peninsula. A departure around
6:00 AM is recommended to allow sufficient time for exploration and reflection. As you leave the bustling city behind, enjoy

the changing landscapes on your journey towards this historically significant site.

Arriving at the Gallipoli Peninsula after a journey of approximately 4-5 hours, depending on traffic and road conditions, you
will step into a place of deep historical and emotional significance. This site, etched into history by the events of World War |,

serves as a solemn reminder of the bravery and sacrifices of soldiers who fought here.

Begin your tour by exploring the Gallipoli Battlefields, where intense and defining battles took place. Walking through this
hallowed ground, you will gain a profound understanding of the challenges and resilience of the soldiers who fought in the

campaign.

Your first stop is ANZAC Cove, the landing site of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps during the Gallipoli campaign.
As you stand on this historic shoreline, take in the solemn atmosphere and reflect on the hardships endured by the soldiers
who arrived here in 1915. The peaceful surroundings contrast sharply with the harrowing battles that once took place on

these very sands.

Continue your journey to Lone Pine, a key battleground during the Battle of Lone Pine. Visit the memorial and cemetery
dedicated to the Australian soldiers who fought and lost their lives here. The site, named after a solitary pine tree that once

stood on the battlefield, serves as a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made in the quest for victory.

Next, proceed to Chunuk Bair, home to the New Zealand Memorial. This site marks one of the few successful Allied advances
during the Gallipoli campaign. Standing at this vantage point, you will gain insight into the fierce battles that unfolded here

and the extraordinary bravery displayed by the soldiers.

After visiting the memorial sites, delve deeper into the history of the campaign at the Gallipoli War Museum. The museum
houses a collection of historical artifacts, personal belongings of soldiers, and informative exhibits that provide a
comprehensive understanding of the events that shaped the Gallipoli campaign. The stories preserved here bring history to

life, offering a moving and educational experience.

As the day comes to a close, consider staying overnight in either Canakkale or Eceabat to further immerse yourself in the local
culture and history. Both towns offer a range of accommodation options, from comfortable hotels to charming guesthouses,

allowing you to reflect on the day's experiences in a peaceful setting. Enjoy a relaxing evening, perhaps with a traditional



Turkish meal, before resting for the next leg of your journey.

Day 2

Troy - Pergamum

Begin your morning with a hearty breakfast at your accommodation, preparing yourself for a day filled with historical
exploration. At around 8:00 AM, depart from your hotel and set out on your journey toward the legendary city of Troy. The

drive from Izmir to Troy takes approximately three hours, offering scenic views of the Turkish countryside along the way.

Upon arrival at Troy, step into the world of ancient mythology and history. Spend your mid-morning exploring the fascinating
ruins of this ancient city, known for its legendary connection to Homer’s lliad. Wander through the archaeological site, where
remnants of multiple layers of civilization reveal the city’s long and complex past. One of the highlights is the reconstructed
Trojan Horse, a symbolic representation of the famous tale of the Greek siege. As you explore, take in the historical
significance of Troy and its role in both mythology and real-world history, imagining the battles, trade, and daily life that once

animated this ancient city.

After your exploration, take a break and enjoy a leisurely lunch at a local restaurant near Troy. Indulge in traditional Turkish

cuisine, savoring regional flavors and fresh local ingredients, while soaking in the peaceful ambiance of the area.

In the early afternoon, depart from Troy and begin your journey toward Pergamum, an ancient city renowned for its cultural
and architectural achievements. The drive takes approximately two hours, allowing you to rest and enjoy the scenic

landscapes en route.

Upon arrival in Pergamum, head directly to the Acropolis, the city's most iconic site. Perched on a hilltop, the Acropolis offers
breathtaking views and houses some of the most significant ruins of the ancient world. Wander through the grand structures,
including the Library of Pergamum, which once held one of the most extensive collections of scrolls in the ancient world.

Admire the impressive Temple of Trajan, a tribute to the Roman emperor, and stand in awe at the ancient theatre, known for

its steep seating arrangement and panoramic views of the surrounding valley.

Take your time exploring the Acropolis, absorbing the history and architectural brilliance of Pergamum. Learn about the city’s

influence as a major cultural and medical center in antiquity, and envision its former grandeur as you walk among the ruins.

As the sun begins to set, depart from Pergamum and head toward your accommodation for the night. Depending on your
travel plans, you may choose to stay in Bergama, close to Pergamum, or return to Izmir for the evening. Upon arrival, check in

to your hotel and take some time to relax and unwind after a full day of exploration.

Day 3
y Ephesus



Start your day with an early departure from your accommodation in Selguk or Izmir, ensuring you maximize your time

exploring one of the world’s best-preserved ancient cities. The short journey to Ephesus offers a scenic route, setting the tone

for a day filled with history and cultural discovery.

Upon arrival in Ephesus, step into the remnants of a once-thriving Roman metropolis. Begin your exploration at the Library of
Celsus, an architectural masterpiece that once housed thousands of scrolls. This iconic structure stands as one of the most

photographed ruins in Ephesus, with its beautifully preserved facade offering a glimpse into the city's scholarly past.

Continue to the Temple of Artemis, once considered one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Although only a few
remnants of the grand temple remain today, standing at this historical site allows you to imagine its former glory as a center

of worship and architectural magnificence.

Next, visit the Great Theatre, an awe-inspiring structure with a seating capacity of 25,000 spectators. Walk through the same
passageways once used by ancient Romans and take in the stunning panoramic views of the site. The theatre was not only a
place for performances but also a venue for public gatherings and discussions, making it an integral part of Ephesus's civic

life.

As midday approaches, take a break and enjoy a delicious lunch at a local café or restaurant. Savor authentic Turkish cuisine,

including flavorful kebabs, fresh mezes, and refreshing traditional drinks like ayran.

Following lunch, visit the House of Virgin Mary, a sacred and serene site nestled on Mount Koressos. According to Catholic
tradition, this is believed to be the final residence of Mary, the mother of Jesus. The peaceful surroundings and spiritual

ambiance make it a deeply moving experience for visitors of all faiths.

In the late afternoon, take the opportunity to explore Ephesus at a leisurely pace, revisiting any favorite landmarks or
wandering through lesser-known ruins. Capture stunning photographs of ancient streets, columns, and scenic landscapes,

allowing yourself to fully absorb the grandeur of this historic city.

As the evening sets in, return to Selcuk or Izmir for your overnight stay. Reflect on the day’s journey, immersing yourself in
the stories and cultural heritage of Ephesus. Whether you unwind over a quiet dinner or simply take in the ambiance of your

surroundings, this experience will remain a highlight of your travels in Turkey.

Day 4 Pamukkale



Begin your day with an early morning departure toward Pamukkale, ensuring you have ample time to explore its historical and

natural wonders. The journey offers scenic views of the Turkish countryside, allowing you to enjoy the picturesque landscapes

as you make your way to this UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Upon arrival in Pamukkale, step into the ancient city of Hierapolis, a fascinating archaeological site that dates back to the 2nd
century BC. Spend a couple of hours wandering through its well-preserved ruins, starting with the Roman amphitheater, an
impressive structure that once held thousands of spectators. Explore the necropolis, one of the largest ancient cemeteries in
Turkey, with hundreds of sarcophagi scattered across the site. Discover other remarkable landmarks, including ancient baths,

temples, and the remnants of a grand boulevard that once served as the heart of the city.

As midday approaches, take a break and enjoy a delicious Turkish lunch at a local restaurant near Pamukkale. Savor
traditional dishes such as kebabs, gdzleme (savory Turkish pancakes), or fresh salads, while soaking in the relaxed

atmosphere of the region.

In the afternoon, head to Pamukkale’s famous travertine terraces, a stunning natural wonder often referred to as the "Cotton
Castle." These dazzling white terraces, formed by mineral-rich thermal waters, create a breathtaking landscape that appears
almost surreal. Walk barefoot across the terraces, feeling the warm, soothing waters beneath your feet. If you wish, take a dip
in the pools, allowing the healing properties of the thermal waters to rejuvenate your body. Don't forget to bring your

swimwear and towels if you plan to bathe.

As the sun begins to set, take some time to relax and unwind in the thermal waters, either at Pamukkale’s public pools or
within the comfort of a thermal hotel. Let the mineral-rich waters ease your muscles and provide a tranquil conclusion to a

day of exploration.

For the night, you can choose to stay overnight in Pamukkale or nearby Denizli, depending on your preference. Pamukkale
offers a range of accommodation options, from boutique hotels with thermal pools to budget-friendly guesthouses, ensuring a

comfortable and restful stay before your next adventure.

Day 5 Konya



Begin your day with an early morning departure from your accommodation, ensuring you have ample time to explore the

spiritual and historical gems of Konya, one of Turkey’s most culturally rich cities.

Start your journey at the Mevlana Museum, the resting place of the great Sufi mystic and poet Rumi. Spend a few hours
immersing yourself in the museum’s serene atmosphere, exploring its intricately decorated rooms, and learning about Rumi’s
philosophy of love, tolerance, and unity. The dervish tombs, manuscripts, and mystical artifacts inside the museum provide

deep insight into the teachings of Sufism, making this visit a truly spiritual experience.

After leaving the museum, take a leisurely walk to Karatay Medrese, an ancient Seljuk-era theological school
renowned for its breathtaking tile work and architectural beauty. Step inside to admire its stunning Seljuk and Ottoman
ceramic art, intricate calligraphy, and well-preserved decorative elements that reflect the artistic mastery of the time. This

medrese, now serving as a museum, offers a deeper understanding of Konya’s historical and educational significance.

By midday, take a well-deserved lunch break at a local restaurant, conveniently located near Mevlana Museum or
Karatay Medrese. Enjoy Konya’s traditional dishes, such as Etli Ekmek (Turkish-style meat bread) or Firin Kebabi, a
slow-cooked lamb dish that is a regional specialty. If you prefer something lighter, opt for fresh salads, lentil soup, or gézleme

(savory Turkish pancakes).

In the afternoon, continue your exploration with a visit to Alaeddin Hill, the heart of Konya’s historic district. Here, you can
explore the Alaeddin Mosque, one of the oldest and most important Seljuk mosques, known for its grand architecture and
historical significance. Strolling around the hill provides panoramic views of Konya, as well as a chance to absorb the city’s

tranquil atmosphere.

Alternatively, if you're looking for a more relaxing experience, visit one of Konya’s picturesque parks, such as the
Japanese Garden or Meram Park, where you can enjoy a peaceful walk, sip Turkish tea by a stream, and take in the lush

greenery.

As evening falls, return to your accommodation for a traditional Turkish dinner, reflecting on the day’s meaningful
discoveries. If you're looking to end your day with a truly immersive cultural experience, attend a Sema ceremony, the
mesmerizing whirling dervish performance held at select venues in Konya. Watching the dervishes perform their
meditative dance, accompanied by soulful music and poetry, offers a profound insight into Sufi spirituality and is a perfect

way to conclude your day in Konya.

After a fulfilling day of exploration, retreat to your accommodation for a restful overnight stay, preparing for the next chapter

of your journey.

Day 6 Cappadocia



If you choose to start your day with an optional hot air balloon ride, you'll experience one of Cappadocia's most

breathtaking attractions. Floating above the surreal landscapes at sunrise, you'll witness the fairy chimneys, valleys,
and rock formations bathed in golden light—a truly unforgettable experience. After landing, you'll enjoy a light breakfast

and a celebratory drink before heading back to your hotel.

At around 9:30-10:00 AM, your tour guide will pick you up from your hotel to begin your Northern Cappadocia Tour,

which highlights some of the region’s most iconic sights.

Your first stop will be Goreme Panorama, where you can take in the stunning view of Géoreme Village and its famous

fairy chimneys. This is a perfect spot for photography and an introduction to Cappadocia’s unique geological formations.

Next, visit the Goreme Open-Air Museum, the largest monastic complex in the region and a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. Here, you will explore rock-cut churches adorned with beautifully preserved Byzantine frescoes, learning about

the early Christian communities that once thrived in this hidden sanctuary.

Continue to Ortahisar, a picturesque village dominated by its impressive rock-cut fortress, which offers panoramic
views of the region. The village is also known for its underground food storage caves, where locals have been preserving

their produce for centuries.

From there, visit Pasabag (Fairy Chimney Valley), home to some of the most fascinating rock formations in
Cappadocia. The mushroom-shaped fairy chimneys in this valley are among the most famous in the region, and their

unusual shapes make them an extraordinary sight.

Travel through Devrent Valley (Imagination Valley), where the naturally sculpted rock formations resemble animals
and mythical creatures. As you explore, let your imagination run wild as you spot rocks shaped like camels, dolphins, and

even a giant snail.

By midday, take a lunch break at a local restaurant, where you’ll enjoy delicious traditional Turkish cuisine, providing

a well-deserved rest before continuing your journey.

In the afternoon, take a scenic walk along the Red River, Turkey’s longest river. You'll also visit a small village famous
for its pottery workshops, where artisans continue the region’s ancient pottery-making traditions. Watch skilled

craftsmen shape clay into intricate designs, and if you’'d like, try making your own pottery piece under expert guidance.

Before heading back, pass through Love Valley, famous for its towering rock formations and stunning panoramic

views. This is another great photo opportunity to capture Cappadocia’s otherworldly beauty.

At the end of the day, return to your hotel, where you’ll have free time to relax. Whether you choose to unwind at your
accommodation, explore the local town, or enjoy a traditional Turkish dinner, the evening is yours to spend as you wish.

Overnight stay in Cappadocia, resting for another exciting day ahead.



Day 7 Cappadocia - Istanbul

Begin your Southern Cappadocia Tour with a pick-up from your hotel around 9:30-10:00 AM by your tour guide. This

tour highlights some of Cappadocia’s most captivating natural wonders and historical sites, providing a perfect

blend of adventure, history, and breathtaking landscapes.

Your first stop is Ughisar Castle, the largest fairy chimney fortress in the region. This natural rock citadel, once used
as a defensive stronghold by various civilizations, offers panoramic views of Cappadocia. Explore its tunnel-like passages

and carved rooms, while taking in the spectacular surrounding scenery.

Next, embark on a 4 km hike through Red Valley, one of Cappadocia’s most striking landscapes. The valley is named after
its vivid red rock formations, which change color throughout the day as the sunlight shifts. As you pass through Rose
Valley, discover hidden rock churches, many of which were used as places of worship by early Christians fleeing
Roman persecution. These well-preserved frescoes and intricate cave dwellings provide insight into the spiritual and

architectural legacy of the region.

Continue your journey to Cavusin Village, one of the oldest settlements in Cappadocia. Here, you'll explore ancient cave
residences and learn about the village’s historical and cultural significance. Walking through the abandoned stone

houses and carved-out dwellings, you’ll get a sense of how people once lived in these unique environments.

At midday, enjoy a lunch break at a local restaurant, savoring traditional Turkish cuisine with freshly prepared regional

specialties.

In the afternoon, visit Kaymakli Underground City, the widest underground settlement in Cappadocia. Originally
carved out by the Hittites and later expanded by early Christians, this subterranean refuge was used by locals escaping
invasions and natural disasters. Explore its intricate tunnel network, including ventilation shafts, living quarters,

kitchens, and storage rooms, which showcase the incredible engineering and survival strategies of the past.

Next, stop at Pigeon Valley, where you can enjoy a picturesque view of Uchisar Castle from a different perspective. The
valley is named after the numerous pigeon houses carved into the rock, which were traditionally used by locals for

collecting pigeon droppings as fertilizer. Even today, many pigeons continue to inhabit these unique rock formations.

Conclude your tour at Three Beauties Valley, famous for its distinctive fairy chimneys and local wine production. This
picturesque spot is one of the most photographed places in Cappadocia, offering a final opportunity to capture the

region’s stunning natural beauty before your departure.

At the end of the tour, guests are invited to a traditional hand-made carpet demonstration, where you can witness the
artistry and craftsmanship behind Turkey’s world-renowned carpets. If you are not interested, kindly inform your tour

guide.



Finally, transfer to the airport for your flight to Istanbul. Upon arrival, you will be picked up by a local agent and
transferred to your hotel, marking the end of an unforgettable journey through Cappadocia. Enjoy a relaxing

evening in Istanbul, reflecting on the breathtaking landscapes and rich history you’ve experienced.

What’s Included

Inclusions

Boutique Style Accommodation
o All Private Transportation
e Professional Tour Guide
e Local (Non-Touristy) Lunches
o Entrance Tickets/Fees
Exclusions
e Beverages
e Tips for guides, drivers, hotel staff, and service providers

e Lunch

Food and drinks, unless specified

e Personal expenses

Planet Travel Advisor — This document is a travel proposal. Final details may vary based on availability and confirmation.
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