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Tour Itinerary



Tour Itinerary

Day-by-day plan & key activities

Day 1

Arrival in Cappadocia

Arrive at Kayseri or Nevsehir Airport, where you will meet your tour guide or driver. From there, you will be transferred to your

hotel in Cappadocia, allowing you to take in the scenic landscapes along the way.

Upon arrival at your hotel, check-in and take some time to freshen up. This will help you relax after your journey and prepare

for the exciting day ahead.

Begin your exploration with a visit to the Géreme Open-Air Museum, one of Cappadocia’s most remarkable sites. Spend a few
hours wandering through ancient churches, chapels, and monasteries carved into the unique rock formations. Take your time
admiring the stunning frescoes that adorn the interiors, and listen to your guide as they share insights into the rich history

and significance of this fascinating site.
After exploring the museum, return to your hotel to unwind and freshen up before heading out for the evening.

Enjoy a traditional Turkish dinner at a local restaurant, where you can sample delicious dishes such as kebabs, mezes, and
authentic Turkish desserts. Immerse yourself in the local culture as you savor the flavors, and perhaps experience traditional

Turkish music or a mesmerizing dance performance.

After dinner, return to your hotel for an overnight stay. Rest and recharge for your next adventure in Cappadocia.

Day 2

Cappadocia Exploration




Start your day early with an optional hot air balloon ride over the surreal landscapes of Cappadocia. This once-in-a-lifetime
experience offers breathtaking views of the unique rock formations and valleys from above. Drifting through the sky as the
sun rises creates an unforgettable moment, making it a highlight for many visitors. Since this activity typically takes a few

hours, it's important to plan accordingly if you decide to participate.

After the balloon ride, or if you choose to skip it, enjoy a hearty breakfast at your hotel or a local café. Savor traditional

Turkish breakfast items such as fresh bread, cheeses, olives, honey, and flavorful teas to fuel up for the day ahead.

Begin your explorations with a visit to Pasabag, also known as Monks Valley, where you will encounter the famous fairy
chimney rock formations. These striking geological wonders, shaped by centuries of wind and erosion, create a landscape that
feels almost otherworldly. Stroll through the valley, capture some incredible photos, and take a moment to appreciate the

region’s natural beauty.

Next, head to Devrent Valley, often referred to as Imagination Valley. Here, the rock formations resemble various animals and
objects, sparking creativity and curiosity. Some formations look like camels, seals, or even mythical creatures, making this a

fun and whimsical stop where you can let your imagination run wild.

Continue your journey to Avanos, a charming town famous for its long-standing pottery tradition. Visit a local pottery
workshop to learn about the ancient art of pottery making, which dates back to the Hittite period. Watch skilled artisans at

work, and if you're feeling adventurous, try shaping your own clay creation on a traditional pottery wheel.

After exploring Avanos, take a break and enjoy a delicious lunch at a local restaurant. Indulge in traditional Turkish cuisine,

including fresh kebabs, savory mezes, and sweet baklava, while soaking in the town’s laid-back atmosphere.

Following lunch, venture underground to explore the fascinating Kaymakli Underground City. One of the largest and most
impressive underground settlements in Cappadocia, Kaymakli consists of multiple levels of tunnels, chambers, and living
quarters carved into the soft volcanic rock. Discover the intricate network that once served as a refuge for ancient

civilizations, and learn about the historical significance of these subterranean structures.

As the afternoon comes to an end, return to your hotel to relax and unwind after a full day of exploration. Take some time to

rest, freshen up, or simply enjoy the peaceful surroundings of Cappadocia.

For dinner, choose between dining at your hotel or venturing out to a nearby restaurant to indulge in more delicious Turkish
delicacies. As you reflect on the day’s adventures, soak in the warm ambiance of Cappadocia, perhaps with a cup of Turkish
tea or a glass of local wine. Finally, settle in for a well-deserved night's rest, recharging for the next day's journey or your

onward travels.

Day 3

Konya and Antalya




After breakfast, check out from your hotel in Cappadocia and begin your journey toward Konya, a city deeply associated with
Rumi and Sufism. As you leave behind the surreal landscapes of Cappadocia, enjoy the changing scenery on your way to one

of Turkey’s most spiritually significant destinations.

Upon arrival in Konya, visit the Mevlana Museum, home to the mausoleum of the great Persian mystic and poet, Rumi.
Wander through the museum’s halls, where relics of Sufi culture, manuscripts, and artifacts tell the story of Rumi’s life and
teachings. The tranquil atmosphere and the deep spiritual significance of this site make it a profound and reflective

experience.

Following your visit, enjoy lunch at a local restaurant in Konya, savoring the city’s culinary specialties, which often include

dishes inspired by the Seljuk era.

After lunch, continue your journey toward Antalya, often referred to as the Turkish Riviera. As you descend from the Anatolian
plateau, the landscape gradually shifts from rolling plains to the stunning coastline of the Mediterranean. Upon arrival, check

in to your hotel and take some time to unwind.

Later in the afternoon, explore the old town of Antalya, known as Kaleigi. Stroll through its narrow, winding streets lined with
Ottoman-era houses, boutique shops, and historical landmarks. Admire the charming marina, visit Hadrian’s Gate, or simply
soak in the atmosphere of this beautifully preserved part of the city. If time permits, you may choose to relax at one of

Antalya’s picturesque beaches, enjoying the golden sand and turquoise waters.

For dinner, indulge in traditional Turkish cuisine at a local restaurant, where you can taste regional specialties such as fresh
seafood, mezes, and flavorful grilled dishes. The evening offers a chance to experience the vibrant yet relaxed ambiance of

Antalya’s coastal dining scene.

After dinner, return to your hotel for a restful overnight stay, preparing for another exciting day in this beautiful

Mediterranean city.

Day 4

Antalya and Pamukkale

Start your day with a delightful breakfast at your accommodation or a nearby café at 7:00 AM. Enjoy a variety of Turkish
breakfast options, including fresh bread, olives, cheeses, honey, and traditional tea or coffee to energize yourself for the day

ahead.

At 8:00 AM, depart for Perge, an ancient city renowned for its remarkably well-preserved Roman ruins. Starting early allows
you to explore the site in the cool morning air and avoid the crowds. The journey to Perge offers beautiful views of the

countryside, setting the tone for an exciting day of historical discovery.



Upon arrival at 8:30 AM, begin your exploration of Perge. Wander through the ruins of its grand stadium, which once held up
to 12,000 spectators, and admire the ancient theater with its detailed carvings. Explore the agora, Roman baths, and
impressive colonnaded streets, all of which provide a glimpse into the grandeur of this ancient city. Take your time to

appreciate the intricate architectural details and listen to fascinating stories about Perge’s historical significance.

At 11:30 AM, depart from Perge and head toward Aspendos, another remarkable archaeological site known for its well-

preserved ancient structures.

Arriving at Aspendos around 12:00 PM, visit its world-famous theater, considered one of the best-preserved Roman theaters in
existence. Marvel at its incredible acoustics and impressive architecture, imagining the grand performances that once took
place there. Explore the surrounding area, which includes remnants of an ancient aqueduct and other structures that hint at

the city's former glory.

Following your exploration of Aspendos, enjoy a leisurely lunch from 1:30 PM to 2:30 PM at a local restaurant. Savor a

delicious meal featuring traditional Turkish dishes, allowing yourself to relax and refuel before the next leg of your journey.

At 3:00 PM, embark on a scenic drive toward Pamukkale, a journey that takes you through picturesque landscapes of rolling

hills and charming villages. The drive provides a chance to rest and take in the beauty of Turkey’s diverse countryside.
Arriving in Pamukkale at 5:00 PM, check in to your hotel and settle in for a relaxing evening.

From 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM, unwind in the natural thermal pools of your hotel, soaking in the warm, mineral-rich waters that
Pamukkale is famous for. The thermal waters are known for their healing properties and provide the perfect way to rejuvenate
after a day of travel and exploration. If you still have energy, consider a short visit to the nearby ancient city of Hierapolis,

where you can explore its well-preserved ruins, including the necropolis, grand theater, and ancient baths.

At 8:00 PM, enjoy a delightful dinner at your hotel or a nearby restaurant, indulging in regional Turkish cuisine. Let the flavors

of freshly prepared dishes and warm hospitality provide a perfect ending to your day.

Finally, settle in for an overnight stay in Pamukkale, resting and recharging for the next leg of your journey.

Day 5

Pamukkale and Ephesus

Start your day with an early breakfast at your hotel in Ephesus or Selguk, fueling up for the exciting journey ahead. At 7:30
AM, begin your drive towards Pamukkale and Hierapolis, ensuring an early start to make the most of your day. The scenic

route offers glimpses of Turkey’s picturesque countryside, with rolling hills and small villages dotting the landscape.

Arriving in Pamukkale around 9:30 AM, step into a world of natural wonder as you explore this UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Spend your morning wandering through the mesmerizing white travertine terraces, formed by centuries of mineral deposits



from thermal waters. The striking contrast of the cotton-like formations against the blue sky makes for breathtaking views and
incredible photo opportunities. Take off your shoes and walk barefoot across the warm, mineral-rich pools, experiencing the

soothing sensation of the thermal waters.

At 12:30 PM, continue your exploration with a visit to the ancient city of Hierapolis, located adjacent to Pamukkale. Wander
through its well-preserved ruins, including the impressive Roman amphitheater that once hosted grand performances. Explore
the necropolis, home to hundreds of ancient tombs, and discover historical artifacts that tell the story of this once-thriving spa

city. The blend of natural beauty and ancient history makes Hierapolis a truly fascinating site to explore.

By 1:30 PM, take a break and enjoy a delicious lunch at a local restaurant near Pamukkale. Savor authentic Turkish cuisine,

featuring fresh ingredients and traditional flavors, while relaxing before the next leg of your journey.

At 2:30 PM, set off on your drive back towards Ephesus, a journey that takes approximately three hours. Sit back and enjoy

the changing landscapes, passing through the heart of Turkey’s countryside.

Upon arrival in Ephesus or Selcuk around 4:30 PM, check in to your hotel and take some time to freshen up. Depending on
your energy levels, you may choose to explore the charming town of Selguk, home to historical sites like the Basilica of St.

John and the Ayasoluk Fortress. Alternatively, you can unwind at your accommodation, reflecting on the day's adventures.

As evening falls, indulge in a delightful dinner at a local restaurant from 7:30 PM onwards. Enjoy traditional Turkish dishes,
from succulent grilled meats to flavorful mezes, as you soak in the warm and inviting atmosphere. After dinner, take a
leisurely stroll through the quiet streets of Ephesus or Selguk, embracing the ambiance of this ancient city under the night

sky.

Conclude your day with a restful overnight stay at your hotel, recharging for the adventures that await in the days ahead.

Day 6

Ephesus Exploration

Begin your day with a hearty breakfast at your accommodation in Ephesus or Selguk at 8:00 AM. Savor a traditional Turkish
breakfast spread, including fresh bread, olives, cheeses, honey, and tea or coffee, ensuring you have enough energy for a day

of exploration.

At 9:00 AM, set off to explore the ancient city of Ephesus, one of the most well-preserved classical cities in the world. Enter
the Ephesus Archaeological Site and embark on a guided tour of its remarkable ruins. Marvel at the Library of Celsus, an
architectural masterpiece that once held thousands of scrolls and remains one of the most iconic structures of the ancient
world. Continue to the Great Theatre, a massive amphitheater that once hosted grand performances and public assemblies,
and imagine the vibrant cultural life of ancient Ephesus. Conclude your tour with a visit to the ruins of the Temple of Artemis,

one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, where remnants of its former grandeur still stand as a testament to its



significance.

At 12:00 PM, make your way to the House of Virgin Mary, a revered pilgrimage site believed to be the final residence of Mary,
the mother of Jesus. Nestled in the tranquil hills near Ephesus, the site offers a peaceful atmosphere for reflection and prayer,

attracting visitors from all over the world.

By 1:00 PM, take a break and enjoy a delicious lunch at a local restaurant in Ephesus or Selguk. Savor authentic Turkish

cuisine, perhaps opting for grilled meats, flavorful mezes, or a refreshing salad, as you relax and recharge.

At 2:30 PM, if time permits and you're eager to delve deeper into the history of Ephesus, consider visiting the Ephesus
Archaeological Museum. This fascinating museum houses an extensive collection of artifacts excavated from the ancient city,

including statues, mosaics, and relics that provide further insight into the lives of its former inhabitants.

By 5:00 PM, enjoy some free time to explore at your own pace. Stroll through the charming streets of Selguk, browse local

shops for unique souvenirs, or simply relax and take in the ambiance of this historically rich area.

As evening sets in, head to a local restaurant at 7:00 PM for a delightful dinner. Indulge in more Turkish specialties, such as
lamb kebabs, fresh seafood, or sweet baklava, as you reflect on the incredible experiences of the day. After dinner, return to

your accommodation for a restful overnight stay, preparing for the next chapter of your journey.

Day 7

Departure

Begin your day with a hearty breakfast at your hotel, savoring a final taste of Turkish hospitality before your departure. Take

this time to enjoy a relaxed morning, ensuring you're well-fueled for the journey ahead.

After breakfast, complete the check-out formalities at your hotel. Double-check your belongings to make sure you haven't left

anything behind. Once everything is in order, prepare for your transfer to Izmir Airport.

Arrange for transportation to the airport, allowing sufficient time for the journey to avoid any last-minute stress. Whether
traveling by private transfer, taxi, or shuttle service, the drive to Izmir Airport offers a final glimpse of Turkey’s beautiful

landscapes before you bid farewell.

Upon arrival at Izmir Airport, proceed with the necessary departure procedures. Check-in for your flight, go through security

checks and take some time to browse duty-free shops or relax in the waiting area before boarding.

As your departure flight takes off, sit back and enjoy the journey, reflecting on the incredible experiences and memories
you've gathered throughout your travels. Whether you're heading home or continuing to another destination, this marks the

conclusion of an unforgettable trip filled with history, culture, and breathtaking landscapes.



What’s Included

Inclusions

e Boutique Style Accommodation

e All Private Transportation

e Professional Tour Guide

e Local (Non-Touristy) Lunches

e Entrance Tickets/Fees
Exclusions

e Beverages

e Tips for guides, drivers, hotel staff, and service providers

e Lunch

e Food and drinks, unless specified

e Personal expenses

Planet Travel Advisor — This document is a travel proposal. Final details may vary based on availability and confirmation.
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