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Tour Itinerary



Tour Itinerary

Day-by-day plan & key activities

Day 1

Istanbul to Canakkale (Gallipoli & Troy)

Start your day early to make the most of your time, departing from Istanbul in the morning and heading towards Canakkale.
The journey offers scenic views, so sit back and enjoy as you leave behind the bustling city and travel towards this historically

rich region.

Upon arrival in Canakkale, take a moment to settle in and grab a quick breakfast if you haven’t already eaten during the

journey. The city’s coastal setting provides a refreshing start before you set off to explore its historical sites.

Make your way to the Gallipoli Peninsula, a place of immense historical significance from World War 1. Spend time
exploring key sites such as Anzac Cove, Lone Pine Cemetery, and Chunuk Bair, where you can reflect on the past and
gain insight into the experiences of the soldiers who fought in these battles. The serene landscapes contrast with the powerful

history of the region, making it a deeply moving experience.

After your visit to Gallipoli, take a break for lunch at a local restaurant in Canakkale. Enjoy a delicious meal featuring

Turkish specialties while recharging for the rest of your journey.

In the afternoon, continue to the legendary city of Troy, famous from Homer’s lliad. Explore the archaeological ruins,
including remnants of ancient walls, temples, and of course, the iconic Trojan Horse. A guided tour will provide deeper

insights into the history, mythology, and multiple layers of civilization that once thrived in this ancient settlement.

As evening approaches, return to Canakkale and check into your accommodation. After a full day of exploration, take some
time to relax before heading out for dinner at a local restaurant. Savor traditional Turkish cuisine while reflecting on the

day’s experiences.

Spend the night in Canakkale, resting up for your journey back to Istanbul or your next destination the following day.

Day 2 Canakkale to Kusadasi (Pergamum & Ephesus)



Start your day early with a hearty breakfast in Kusadasi, preparing for a day filled with historical exploration. Depart in the

morning and begin your journey toward Pergamum, a site renowned for its rich history and remarkable ruins. The drive

takes approximately 1.5 to 2 hours, allowing you to enjoy the scenic countryside along the way.

Upon arrival in Pergamum, begin exploring this ancient city, once a powerful kingdom and an important cultural and
medical center in antiquity. Start your visit at the Acropolis, perched on a hilltop, offering breathtaking panoramic views of
the surrounding landscape. Wander through the impressive ruins, including temples, altars, and royal structures that tell the

story of Pergamum’s former grandeur.

Next, explore the ancient theater of Pergamum, a marvel of engineering built into the hillside. Known for its steep
seating arrangement and excellent acoustics, this theater once hosted performances and public gatherings with a

capacity of nearly 10,000 spectators.

Continue to the Library of Pergamum, one of the most famous libraries of the ancient world. Once home to over 200,000
scrolls, this library rivaled that of Alexandria and was a center of learning and knowledge. Imagine scholars and philosophers

studying within its walls as you take in the site’s historical significance.

After a morning of exploration, embark on your journey to Ephesus, one of the best-preserved ancient cities in the world.

The drive takes approximately three hours, giving you time to relax and take in the changing scenery.

Upon arriving in Ephesus, head straight to the archaeological site, where you’ll step back in time to an era of Roman
grandeur. Begin your tour at the Library of Celsus, one of the most iconic landmarks of Ephesus. Admire the stunning

facade with its intricate carvings and learn about its role as a significant center of learning in antiquity.

Next, visit the Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Though only ruins remain today, its

historical importance and grandeur once made it a magnificent symbol of ancient architectural achievement.

Take some time to explore the Terrace Houses, which provide a rare glimpse into the luxurious lifestyles of wealthy
Roman families. Walk through the well-preserved homes adorned with intricate mosaics, frescoes, and elegant

columns, offering an intimate look at ancient Roman domestic life.

Conclude your tour of Ephesus at the Great Theatre, an awe-inspiring structure capable of seating around 25,000
spectators. This theater was once used for gladiatorial contests, dramatic performances, and public speeches,

demonstrating the city's vibrant social and cultural life.

As the evening approaches, return to Kusadasi, where you can relax and unwind after a day filled with extraordinary

historical discoveries.

Check into your accommodation in Kusadasi for a well-deserved overnight rest, reflecting on the fascinating history,

culture, and architectural wonders you experienced throughout the day.



Day 3

Kusadasi to Pamukkale

Begin your day with a hearty breakfast at your accommodation before departing for Pamukkale. Enjoy the scenic drive

as you make your way toward this natural wonder, arriving around mid-morning to start your exploration.

Upon arrival, visit the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Pamukkale, renowned for its breathtaking white travertine
terraces. Stroll through this otherworldly landscape, marveling at the cascading mineral formations that resemble a
frozen waterfall. Take your time to admire the beauty, capture stunning photos, and absorb the tranquility of this natural

wonder.

Continue your visit by exploring the ancient city of Hierapolis, an archaeological site that dates back to the Hellenistic
and Roman periods. Begin at the Necropolis, one of the largest and best-preserved ancient cemeteries in Turkey. Walk

through its impressive tombs and sarcophagi, reflecting on the historical significance of this ancient burial ground.

Next, head toward the Roman Bathhouses, where you can get a glimpse into the ancient bathing culture that once
thrived here. These structures, built with grandeur, offer insight into the daily life and social rituals of Hierapolis' past

inhabitants.

Make your way to the Theatre of Hierapolis, a magnificent amphitheater that once hosted performances, public
gatherings, and gladiatorial contests. Admire its well-preserved architecture and grand seating arrangement,

imagining the vibrant atmosphere that once filled this ancient venue.

Take a break for lunch at a nearby restaurant, enjoying traditional Turkish cuisine while resting before the afternoon's

adventures.

After lunch, return to the travertine terraces of Pamukkale for a more immersive experience. This time, take the
opportunity to relax in the thermal pools, known for their mineral-rich, healing waters. Soak in the warm, therapeutic

waters while enjoying the stunning panoramic views of the surrounding landscape.

Spend some leisure time walking around, capturing the magical scenery, or simply unwinding in the peaceful ambiance of
Pamukkale. As the day comes to an end, begin your journey back to your accommodation for a restful overnight stay,

reflecting on the beauty and history you’ve experienced throughout the day.

Day 4 Pamukkale to Konya



Start your day with a hearty breakfast, preparing for a journey filled with history and culture. Depart from your

accommodation and begin your trip to Konya, ensuring an early start to make the most of the day.

On the way, make a stop at Aphrodisias, an ancient city dedicated to Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty. Spend
around 2-3 hours exploring the well-preserved ruins, including the grand stadium, one of the best-preserved in the
ancient world, the theater, and the Temple of Aphrodite. As you walk through the archaeological site, admire the intricate

carvings, historical significance, and the serene ambiance of this once-flourishing Greco-Roman city.

After your visit, resume your journey to Konya, enjoying the scenic countryside along the way. The changing

landscapes, from rolling hills to vast plains, provide a relaxing backdrop for your drive.

Upon arrival in Konya, the spiritual heart of Sufism, check into your accommodation and freshen up before beginning

your exploration of the city.

Start with a visit to the Mevlana Museum, the final resting place of Rumi (Mevlana), the famous poet and Sufi mystic.
Explore the museum to gain insight into Rumi’s life, teachings, and the spiritual philosophy of Sufism . Wander through
the exquisite turquoise-domed complex, admire the ancient manuscripts, relics, and dervish robes, and immerse

yourself in the tranquil atmosphere that draws visitors from around the world.

After soaking in the spiritual essence of the Mevlana Museum, take some time to explore the streets of Konya. Stroll
through local markets, boutique shops, and traditional eateries, experiencing the lively yet deeply cultural
atmosphere of the city. Enjoy a cup of Turkish tea or a famous Konya dish like Etli Ekmek, a delicious flatbread with

seasoned meat.

As the day winds down, return to your accommodation in Konya for an overnight stay. Take time to relax and reflect

on the day’s experiences, appreciating the blend of history, spirituality, and cultural richness that Konya offers.

Day 3 Konya to Cappadocia



After breakfast, depart from your accommodation and begin your journey toward Cappadocia, an enchanting region known

for its surreal landscapes and rich history.

Along the way, stop at the Sultanhan Caravanserai, a well-preserved 13th-century roadside inn built by the Seljuks.
Walk through its grand entrance and explore the impressive courtyard, domed hall, and intricate stone carvings . This

historic stop offers a glimpse into the past, where merchants and travelers along the Silk Road would rest and trade goods.

Upon arriving in Cappadocia, immerse yourself in the breathtaking scenery of fairy chimneys, rock-cut churches, and
underground cities. Visit some of the region’s most iconic sites, such as the Goreme Open-Air Museum, home to ancient
cave churches adorned with Byzantine frescoes. Continue to Pasabag (Monks Valley), where tall, mushroom-
shaped rock formations create a landscape straight out of a fairytale. If time permits, explore the Zelve Open-Air

Museum, once an ancient monastic settlement carved into the soft volcanic rock.

Take a break for lunch at a local restaurant or café, where you can enjoy authentic Turkish dishes such as kebabs,
gozleme (stuffed flatbread), or mezes. Savor the flavors of Cappadocian cuisine while resting before your afternoon

adventures.

Spend the afternoon further exploring Cappadocia’s wonders. Take a scenic hike through the valleys, discovering
hidden rock dwellings and panoramic viewpoints. If time and budget allow, consider a hot air balloon ride, where you'll
float above Cappadocia’s magical landscape as the sun sets. For a hands-on experience, visit a traditional pottery

workshop in Avanos, where you can watch skilled artisans craft beautiful ceramics or even try your hand at the wheel.
As evening sets in, enjoy a traditional Turkish dinner at a local restaurant, savoring dishes rich in flavors and history.

To cap off the night, attend a whirling dervish performance, a mesmerizing Sufi ritual that combines music,
spirituality, and graceful spinning movements. Witnessing this ancient dance form offers a profound insight into the

mystical traditions of Turkey.

After a fulfilling day of exploration, cultural experiences, and breathtaking sights, retreat to your accommodation in

Cappadocia for a restful overnight stay, preparing for another day of adventure in this magical region.

Day 6 Cappadocia Exploration



Begin your day early in the morning with an optional hot air balloon ride, offering an unforgettable aerial view of

Cappadocia’s dreamlike landscape. As you soar above the valleys, fairy chimneys, and rock formations, witness the
breathtaking sunrise casting golden hues over the terrain. This once-in-a-lifetime experience provides a panoramic
perspective of the region’s natural beauty and historical wonders. Since this activity is optional, advance booking is

recommended.

After the exhilarating balloon ride, indulge in a hearty breakfast to recharge for the day's adventures. Savor a
traditional Turkish breakfast spread, including fresh cheeses, olives, bread, honey, and eggs, while reflecting on the

magical experience of flying over Cappadocia.

Following breakfast, visit the Goreme Open-Air Museum, an iconic site showcasing rock-cut churches adorned with
Byzantine frescoes. Wander through the ancient monastic complex, marveling at the intricate details of the wall
paintings that depict biblical scenes. Learn about the historical and religious significance of this UNESCO-listed site,

which served as an important spiritual center for early Christians.

Continue your exploration with a visit to Uchisar Castle, the highest point in Cappadocia. Climb to the top of this ancient
fortress for a stunning 360-degree view of the surrounding valleys. The castle, carved into a massive rock formation,

offers a unique vantage point to appreciate the vastness and beauty of Cappadocia’s rugged terrain.

In the afternoon, head to Pasabag (Monks Valley), a fascinating area known for its remarkable fairy chimneys.
These mushroom-shaped rock formations, created by volcanic activity and erosion, are some of the most iconic natural
wonders of Cappadocia. Walk through the valley, take in the otherworldly landscape, and capture incredible photos of

these geological marvels.

Conclude your day's journey with a visit to Avanos, a town famous for its centuries-old pottery-making tradition. Step
into a local workshop and watch skilled artisans crafting ceramics using the same techniques passed down through
generations. If you're feeling adventurous, try your hand at pottery-making, shaping the clay on a traditional kick-wheel.

Take the opportunity to purchase beautiful handcrafted ceramics, a perfect souvenir from Cappadocia.

After a full day of exploration, return to your accommodation in Cappadocia for a restful overnight stay . Unwind and

reflect on the incredible sights and experiences, preparing for another day of discovery or your onward journey.

Day 7 Cappadocia to Istanbul



Start your day early with a hearty breakfast before departing for Istanbul. Ensure you have everything packed as you leave

your accommodation or meeting point, making the most of your final moments in Cappadocia before heading back to the

bustling city.

On the way, stop at Selime Monastery, a remarkable 13th-century rock-hewn monastery that stands as one of
Cappadocia’s most fascinating historical sites. Walk through its cave-carved churches, chapels, and living quarters, and
admire the intricate details that tell the story of its monastic past. The site also offers stunning panoramic views of the

surrounding valley, making it a perfect spot for reflection and photography.

Continue your journey with a visit to the Agzikarahan Caravanserai, a well-preserved Seljuk roadside inn that once
served as a resting place for travelers and traders along the Silk Road. Explore the massive stone walls, arched
corridors, and central courtyard, learning about the importance of these structures in medieval trade and travel.

Take your time to immerse yourself in the history and appreciate the architectural brilliance of the Seljuk era.

After your visits, resume your journey and arrive in Istanbul in the early afternoon. Upon arrival, check into your

accommodation and take some time to freshen up after the long trip.

Spend the rest of the afternoon at your leisure, exploring Istanbul at your own pace. You may choose to visit the city’s
bustling bazaars, such as the Grand Bazaar or Spice Market, where you can shop for handmade souvenirs, spices,
and Turkish delights. Alternatively, take a relaxing stroll along the Bosphorus, visit a local tea house, or simply enjoy

the atmosphere of Istanbul’s charming streets.

As the evening sets in, enjoy a farewell dinner at a traditional Turkish restaurant. Delight in authentic Turkish
cuisine, such as mezes, kebabs, baklava, and Turkish tea, while immersing yourself in the warm and vibrant
ambiance of the city. Take this time to reflect on your journey, share stories, and soak in the final moments of your Turkish

adventure.

After dinner, return to your accommodation in Istanbul for a restful overnight stay, preparing for your onward journey

or departure the next day.

D
ay 8 Departure



Upon arrival at Istanbul International Airport, proceed through customs and immigration, collecting your luggage

before stepping into the vibrant energy of Turkey’s largest city. Before starting your day of exploration, grab a quick

breakfast at one of the airport cafés or restaurants, enjoying a light meal to energize yourself for the journey ahead.

Make your way to the Sultanahmet area, the historic heart of Istanbul, where your first stop is the Hagia Sophia. Step
inside this architectural masterpiece, once a Byzantine cathedral, Ottoman mosque, and now a UNESCO-listed
landmark. Admire its massive dome, intricate mosaics, and stunning calligraphy, which tell the story of over 1,500

years of history.

From Hagia Sophia, walk over to the Blue Mosque, one of Istanbul’s most iconic landmarks. Marvel at its breathtaking blue
Iznik tiles, cascading domes, and towering minarets . Take in the serene atmosphere and appreciate the grandeur of

Ottoman-era architecture. Ensure you dress modestly, as it remains an active place of worship.

After a morning of sightseeing, enjoy lunch at a local restaurant in Sultanahmet, where you can indulge in authentic
Turkish cuisine. Try kebabs, mezes, Turkish pide, or a bowl of warm lentil soup, savoring the rich flavors of the

region.

In the afternoon, take a short walk to Topkapi Palace, the opulent former residence of Ottoman sultans. Explore its
lavish courtyards, grand halls, and treasury rooms, home to priceless artifacts, royal jewelry, and sacred relics. If
time permits, visit the Harem section, once the private quarters of the royal family, offering a glimpse into the lives of

Ottoman royalty.

As the late afternoon approaches, travel to the Grand Bazaar, one of the oldest and largest covered markets in the world.
Wander through its labyrinthine alleys, where you can shop for carpets, ceramics, spices, jewelry, and handcrafted

souvenirs. Embrace the local tradition of bargaining as you hunt for unique treasures to take home.

For dinner, choose a restaurant with a scenic view overlooking the Bosphorus or the Istanbul skyline. As the sun sets,

enjoy a memorable dining experience, savoring traditional dishes while admiring the illuminated cityscape.

Depending on your flight schedule, return to Istanbul International Airport for your departure. Ensure you allocate
enough time for transportation, check-in, and security procedures, concluding your whirlwind day in Istanbul with

lasting memories of its rich history, culture, and cuisine.

What’s Included



Inclusions

Boutique Style Accommodation
o All Private Transportation
e Professional Tour Guide
e Local (Non-Touristy) Lunches
e Entrance Tickets/Fees
Exclusions
e Beverages
e Tips for guides, drivers, hotel staff, and service providers

e Lunch

Food and drinks, unless specified

e Personal expenses

Planet Travel Advisor — This document is a travel proposal. Final details may vary based on availability and confirmation.
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